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“Obviously, the
study of campaigns
and battles of the
past is essential to
the strategists and
tacticians of the
future.  Much, too,
can be learned from
the lives of great
military leaders.
However, if war is
too important to be
left entirely to the
generals, it is also
too important to be
left entirely to mili-
tary historians.”
—Lucius D. Clay
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“History is the
Know Thyself of
humanity—the self-
consciousness of
mankind.”
—Droysen
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Studying military
history “helps mould
the minds of future
leaders and thus
leads them to proper
actions in times of
crisis.”
—Anthony C.
McAuliffe
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“An individual’s
experiences, cer-
tainly in his early
adult years, are far
too limited to pro-
vide the guidance
which can be ob-
tained from the
experiences of oth-
ers, which reading
and talking to those
who have had wide
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vide.  ...Apply the
lessons in leadership
of those who suc-
ceeded, but apply
them in your own
chosen methods of
leadership.  Know
yourself.  Be your-
self.  Apply them in
ways best suited to
your own character
and personality.”
—Matthew B.
Ridgeway
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“An understanding
of history sharpens
judgement and
broadens perspec-
tive.  A knowledge
of past campaigns
and commanders
provides vicarious
experience otherwise
unobtainable.”
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Sec. of the Army
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lies inert in unread
books does no work
in the world.”
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“To be a successful
soldier you must
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details of tactics are
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